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INTRODUCTION

The nineteenth bulletin of North Carolina communicable
disease morbidity statistics, covering the calendar year 1950

is published this year as Part I of the Annual Report of the

Public Health Statistics Section. Part II will be issued later

in the year and will replace the Annual Report of Vital Statistics

containing mortality and natality data. Presented herein is

a summary of diseases required to be reported in all previous

years and detailed tabulations of the thirty-five communicable

diseases reportable at present. The 1948 bulletin provided ad-

ditional information for the diseases reportable in earlier years.

Information regarding the diseases included in this report is

by date of onset for the year 1949 and 1950 except in the case

of the five venereal diseases, tuberculosis, and amebic dysentery

which are shown by date of report. Reports of diseases having

their onset in 1950 or with an unknown onset, received during

the period January 1, 1950—January 31, 1951, are included

except for those diseases tabulated by date of report. Data re-

garding the latter are confined to reports received during 1950,

regardless of onset date.

All diseases included in this report are tabulated by place

of residence, except the five venereal diseases which are by
place of report. The venereal disease case reports are allocated

to the county of report, unless reported by a hospital or insti-

tution—in which case they are assigned to the county of resi-

dence. Hospitals, penal and other institutions reported 211

cases of venereal diseases in 1950. It would be misleading to

allocate these to counties in which the hospital or institution

is located and from which they were reported.

Local health departments reported 91.6% of all venereal

diseases in 1950. Private physicians, military bases, and all

other sources reported 3.8%, 3.6%, and 1.0%, respectively.

The estimated population of North Carolina by color and sex

is shown in Table 1 of this report. The U. S. Bureau of the

Census supplied the estimates by color and sex for the years,

1920-1940; the census years were actual counts of the popula-
tion. Since 1940, only the total estimate by year was furnished

by the Census. The color, sex estimates were made by the

Public Health Statistics Section for the years 1941-1949. The
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method used in 1940-1949 was based on the percentage change
that took place in the nation as to the color, sex distribution.

The total 1950 data is a preliminary release by the Census.

Color, sex figures were based on the 1940 census distribution.

Two communicable diseases reached new low records in 1950,

according to morbidity reports. These were lymphogranuloma
venereum with a total of 91 cases, and malaria, 35 cases. In

addition, there were no smallpox cases reported for the second

consecutive year. Diphtheria reports were fewer in number
than in any year, except 1948.

Record high totals were established by amebic dysentery

with 132 reports, encephalitis with 9 reports, and tuberculosis

with 3,653. Sufficient facilities have not been available to

adequately investigate the first two of these problems. The
amebiasis increase is believed to be due merely to the increased

recognition of endemic cases. Encephalitis is a problem that

needs careful observation in coming months. The wide extent

of certain types of this disease in the Far East and other parts

of the world and the known existence of certain insect vectors

in this and other states represent a definite hazard. Steps are

being taken to more fully utilize newly developed virus identi-

fication facilities of the United States Public Health Service.

Tuberculosis case-finding by mass X-ray survey techniques

has been at a high level for the past several years. The ratio

of cases per death in 1948 was 4.2, in 1949, 3.6, and according

to provisional death totals, 4.7 in 1950. This appears to indi-

cate that there has been no real increase in tuberculosis incidence

;

however, the possibility cannot be completely discounted that

an increase in cases may have occurred recently without suffi-

cient time having elapsed for the deaths to have increased pro-

portionately.

Substantial improvement was made in the reported inci-

dence of the following diseases: gonorrhea, syphilis, and murine
typhus fever. Gonorrhea reached a record high in 1949 with
16,173 reports. The 1950 total of 14,930 reports is slightly

lower than the 1948 total and may be significant in view of the

increased case-finding efforts being made throughout the state.

Syphilis reports are at the lowest level since 1933 and the de-

cline has now been continuous since 1939, except for one post-

war year. Early syphilis declined approximately 40% and late
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syphilis 20% in 1950, compared to 1949. Typhus fever has

declined without interruption from a high of 236 reports in

1944 to 12 in 1950; DDT dusting in endemic areas apparently

has been highly effective in achieving this result.

Poliomyelitis reports totaled 756. These cases were widely

distributed throughout the state so that no clear-cut epidemic

focus appeared as in other years having an equally high attack

rate.

Whooping cough cases, which had reached a record low

number in 1949, were more than doubled in 1950. The total of

3,552 cases is larger than was reported in the preceding four

years, and indicates a need for renewed emphasis on pertussis

immunization of infants.

The change in incidence of other communicable diseases is

not noteworthy.
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TABLE 1

Estimated Population of North Carolina by Color and Sex,

1920-1950*



12 Annual Report of Morbidity Statistics



North Carolina State Board of Health 13

Diseases by Year of Report, 1920-1950*

1934
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